
GMO-Free Regions Conference–Speakers
Short biographical information

In the order of their appearance

Gerald Lonauer,
Network of GMO-Free Regional Governments
Gerald Lonauer is a graduated lawyer, working for the Upper
Austrian governmental administrat ion since 1985. Since 1995, he
has served as Head of the Liaison Office of Upper Austria to the
EU in Brussels.
Together with the representative of the Region of Tuscany, Gerald
Lonauer represents the network of GM-Free Regional
Governments in Brussels.

Monica Frassoni
Co-President Greens/EFA in the European Parliament
Monica Frassoni, born 1963 in Veracruz, Mexico, has a degree in
Political Science from the University of Florence. She has been
active in the European Federalist Movement , and in 1987 she was
elected Secretary General of the Young European Federalists
(JEF) and later as President of the Europea n Co-ordinating Bureau
of Youth NGOs.
From 1990 to 1999 she worked for the Green/EFA Group in the
European Parliament championing the cause of Euro pean
citizenship and fundamental rights. In  1999 she was elected to the
EP in Belgium on behalf of the Belgian Green Party (ECOLO).
In 1999, she became a member of the Executive Committee of the
Green Party in Italy (Federazione dei Verdi). In June 2004, she
was re-elected to the EP with the Italian Greens. She is a member
of the Committee on Legal Affairs and of the Delegation for
Relations with Mercosur.

Since December 2001, she has been Co-President of the
Green/EFA Group in the EP. She is also a member  of the board of
the Parliamentary Network on the World Bank (PNoWB) and
headed the EU's electoral observation missions to Bolivia and
Venezuela in 2006.
http://www.monicafrassoni.it

Benedikt Haerlin
GENET, Foundation on Future Farming
Benedikt Haerlin works for the German Foundation on Future
Farming (www.zs-l.de) in Berlin, Germany, and co-ordinates the
European initiative "Save our Seeds" (www.saveourseeds.org) to
keep conventional and organic seeds free of GMOs. He is also a
member of the board of GENET, the European NGO Network on
Genetic Engineering (www.genet-info.org) and of the International
Commission on the Future of Food (www.future-food.org).
Haerlin was the global co-ordinator of Greenpeace International �s
Genetic Engineering Campaign from 1996 to 2002. He continues
to advise the organisation and represents it in the Bureau of the

http://www.monicafrassoni.it
www.zs-l.de
www.saveourseeds.org
www.genet-info.org
www.future-food.org


United Nations International Agricultural Assessment of Science
and Technology for Development ( www.agassessment.org). From
1984 to 1989 Haerlin served as a Member of the European
Parliament (Green Group), where he specialised in genetic
engineering issues. Before, he worked as a publisher and journalist
in Berlin. Haerlin studied philosophy and psychology in T übingen
and Berlin and was born in Stuttgart in 1957.

Michael Fl�h
EU Commission, DG Sanco, Head of Unit Biotechnology
and Plant Health
Since September 2004, Dr. Michael Flüh has been Head of Unit
�Biotechnology and Plant Health�, DG Health and Consumer
Protection, European Commission . The Unit is responsibile for
legislation in the areas of biotechnology (genetically modified food and
feed), plant health (harmful organism s), seed and propagation material
and plant variety rights. Prior, Michael Flüh served from 2000 to 2004 as
Head of Unit in the Food and Veterinary Office in Ireland.  The Unit
covered a wide range of activities in relati on to food of plant origin, such
as residues, contaminants, food irradiation, GMOs, food hygiene, organic
farming and plant health matters.
Before receiving his first appointment as Head of Unit in the European
Commission, which he joined in 1995, Flüh worked in different areas
involving inspections of Member States and Third countries on plant
health and food safety matters, negotiations on SPS agreements, research
and regional development projects.
Prior to his career in the Commission , he worked from 1988 to 1995 in
the private sector (R&D for plant protection products). He holds a PhD
in plant nutrition from the University of Kiel in Germany, where he also
worked as a scientific assistant and lecturer. Michael Flüh was born in
1958. He is married and has three children.

Maria Grazia Mammucini
Head of the Agricultural Development and Innovation
Agency, ARSIA, Toscana, Italy
Since 1995, Maria Grazia Mammucini has been the Director of the
Agenzia Regionale per lo Sviluppo e l�Innovazione in Agricoltura
(Regional Agency for Agricultural Development and Innovation,
ARSIA) of the Regione Toscana. She is also an active member of
the board of directors of the National Agricultural Research and
Experimentation Council. She has been a town councilor of
Montevarchi (1993-1997) and of Terranuova Bracciolini (1985-
1987) and a member of the Tuscany Regional Council (1987-
1995), where she served as Vice President of the Agricultural
Committee.
She was Vice Chairwoman of the Umbrian-Tuscan Irrigation
Agency (1993-1998); a member of the management of the Tuscan
Regional Association of Farming Cooperatives ( 1983-1987) and
Chairwoman of the Board of Directors of the of the Società
Cooperativa Valdarnese di Servizi Agr icoli (1983-1987) and the
Cooperativa Agricola di Conduzione Terreni del Valdarno  (1979-
1985). Since 1990. she has co-owned a commercial vineyard.
She is a corresponding member of the Itali an Academy of Forestry
Sciences and of the Italian Vine and Wine Academy. She was
awarded the �Salomone d�Oro� by the University of Florence for

www.agassessment.org


her activities in the field of agriculture and has published
extensively on subjects related to farming and agricultural policies .
Born in Terranova Bracciolini in 1959 she holds a Diploma from
the technical high school of Arezzo, with a specialization in
chemistry and has professional training for agricultural workers.

Hannes Lorenzen
Chairman of PREPARE, Partnership for Rural Europe
Network and Green Group
Hannes Lorenzen, from North Friesland, Germany, is the
Green/EFA group advisor to the Committee on Agriculture and
Rural Development of the European Parliament and an expert in
European agriculture and rural development policies. He is the co-
founder of Genetic Resources Act ion International (GRAIN) and
European rural development networks like Forum Synergies and
Partnership for Rural Europe (PREPARE). He has a Master s
degree in Sociology and a postgraduate degree in International
Agriculture and Rural Development.

Daniele Bianchi
Cabinet Member of Commissioner Fischer Boel
Daniele Bianchi is a dignitary of the European Commission.
Currently, he is a member of the cabinet of Mrs. Fischer Boel,
Commissioner for Agriculture and Rural Development.
¢ Dottore in Giurisprudenza, Faculty of Law, University of Pisa
(IT) (1992)
¢ Dipl¤me d�Etudes Sup“rieurs in International Relations and
Cooperation, Faculty of Law, Universi ty of Aix-en-Provence (FR)
(1992-1993)
¢ Lieutenant of Guardia di Finanza, attached to the International
Relations Division, Head-quarters, Rome (IT) (1993- 1994)
¢ COMETT Scholarship, European Insurance Association
(C.E.A.), Brussels (1995)
¢ Robert Schuman Scholarship, European Parliament, Brussels
(1995)
¢ European Commission, Directorate General for Directorate
General for Agriculture and Rural Development, Cereals, oilseeds
and protein crops unit (September 1995 - December 1998)
¢ European Commission, Directorate General for Agriculture and
Rural Development, Legal advisor in Unit H -1 Agricultural law
and simplification (January 1999-November 2005)
¢ Author of several publications on EC Agricultural Law, notably
in 2006 a book on CAP Law
¢ Lecturer in Agricultural Law and EU policies in several
universities and business schools
¢ Nationality: Italian



Thijs Etty
Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam, Netherlands
Thijs Etty is a Researcher in the Department of Environmental
Policy Analysis (EPA) of the Ins titute for Environmental Studies
(IVM), at the Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam. Since August 2006,
he has been active as a research fellow with  the Global
Governance Project.
He is Editor-in-Chief of The Yearbook of European Environmental
Law (YEEL), published annually by Oxford University Press and
has been on its editorial board since its launch in 1998.
His current research focuses on the regulation of agricultural
biotechnology and genetically modified (GM) foods in the
European Union, in particular regu latory policies for the
coexistence of farming with genetically modified organisms
(GMOs) with organic and ‡conventional� (intensive) agriculture, a
debate often referred to as the ‡final frontier� of EU agricultural
biotechnology policy.
Thijs is a member of the international organization Slow Food, and
a research fellow in the Ius Commune International Legal
Research School, section Transboundary Environmental Law,
Member of Ius Commune Centre for Environmental Law (ICCEL),
and research fellow in the Research School for Socio-Economic
and Natural Sciences of the Environment (SENSE).
http://www.glogov.org/front_content.php?idcatart=286&lang=1&client=1
http://www.oup.co.uk/law/yearbooks/yearbook -environmental

Ludmila Andreeva
Bulgarian Parliament, Bulgaria
Ludmila Andreeva is  aCounsellor to the Member of the Bulgarian
Parliament Borislav Velikov and to the National Movement
Simeon the Second, for which she is currently up for election as a
candidate in the European Parliament in Bulgaria. Until December
2006, she was the Attaché of Cultural and Communication Affairs
at the Embassy of Bulgaria to Belgium and Luxembourg, where
she was involved in the preparation of Bulgaria's accession to the
EU. Before, she worked for the Diplomat ic Delegation of Bulgaria
to NATO as a Communication and Protocol Officer. In the
Ministry of Regional Development she had served as an expert on
infrastructure projects of the PHARE programme. She has also
worked for Japan Tobacco International and other companies. Mrs
Andreeva has been the international project coordinator of
Bulgaria's Young European Federalists. She holds a Masters
degree in International Relations and specialized  in Marketing and
Business Administration.

http://www.glogov.org/front_content.php
http://www.oup.co.uk/law/yearbooks/yearbook-environmental


Odo W¢hry
Regional Parliament of Styria, Austria
Since 2000, Mr. Wöhry has been a member of the Styrian
Parliament representing the Austrian Peopl es Party. He is their
speaker on land use planning and regional development. He has
been instrumental in the design of the Styrian precautionary law on
genetically modified organisms in agriculture and participated in
the negotiations with the national gov ernment and the European
Commission on this law. He is also a member of the Committees
on Europe and Infrastructure of the Styrian Parliament.
Mr Wöhry holds a degree in agro -forestry from the University of
Vienna. He is the technical director of the Agric ultural
Administration of the district of Leibnitz in Styria as well as the
technical co-odinator of the Agricultural Services of Styria as a
whole.
http://www.klub.stvp.at/cgi-
bin/klub_Standardseite.cgi?index=42441

Katalin Rodics
Ministry of Environment, Hungary

Helen Holder
Friends of the Earth Europe
Helen Holder has a degree in Biochemistry from the University of
Bristol (UK) and a Masters in Business from the E .M. Lyon (Ecole
de Management de Lyon, France). After working for two years for
a consultancy firm to the pharmaceutical industry, she started
working on GMO issues in 1999, with the activist network ASEED
Europe (Action for Solidarity, Equality Environmen t and
Diversity). Following 4 years working on EU policy and advocacy
for a development NGO, she has been the European GM O
Campaign Coordinator at Friends of the Earth since 2005.
Hiroyuki Hashimoto
Hokkaido Food Safety Divison, Japan
Hiroyuki Hashimoto is the Director of the Food Policy Division of
the regional government of Hokkaido. S ince 2005, he has led the
Bureau of Food Safety Promotion  in the Department of
Agriculture. Since 2004, he has also been.the Director of the
Agricultural Management Division, Department of Agriculture and
since 2001 the Executive Director of the Regional Policy Division
of Kushiro Subprefecture Office. He joined the Hokkaido
Prefecture Government in 1979 and was born i n 1954 in
Matsumoto City. Mr Hashimoto holds a degree in Agriculture
from Hokkaido University.

http://www.klub.stvp.at/cgi-


Chantal Bruetschy
European Commission, DG Environment, Biotechnolgy
Mrs. Bruetschy is the Head of Unit � Biotechnology, Pesticides and
Health� at the Directorate General for the Environment since June
2006. Until May 2006 she was Head of the Directorates Unit
�Health and Urban Areas� . Before she was Deputy Head of Unit
DG Health and Consumer Protection �Food Safety� Responsible
for Enlargement negotiations in Food Safety and a Member of
Cabinet of Commissioner Bangemann responsible for Industrial
Policy Space, maritime, automotive, defence  and worked for the
Directorate General for Industry Administrator (Negotations with
Turkey, Japan, United States, South Korea on automotive issues)
as well as the Directorate General for Internal market and
industrial Affairs Administrator (WTO negotiations on industrial
issues). She also worked for the Directorate General for Internal
Market as Administrator (Legislation on public procurement in the
context of 1992 Internal Market programme) and the Directorate
General for Competition (competition rules in  Air and Maritime
Transport).
Mrs. Bruetschy was also a member of a Brussels Law Office and a
Consultant on European Affairs on copyright issues and audio
visual industry Air France in Paris, France at the Directorate of
International Relations, in charge of negotiations of commercial
agreements with other airlines She studied Law and Economics in
France, UK and Germany. She is a French national.

Friedrich Wilhelm Graefe zu Baringdorf
MEP, Vice President of Agricultural Committee ,
Germany
Graefe zu Baringdorf, born in 1942 in Spenge, Germany, has been
a member of the European Parliament since 1984 (Green Group).
He has been the Vice President of the Parliament's Committee on
Agriculture and Rural Development since 1989 ( Chairman 1999-
2002). He is also a founding member and the acting President of
the German Small Farmers' Association (Arbeitsgemeinschaft
bäuerliche Landwirtschaft, AbL). During the 80ies, Graefe zu
Baringdorf converted the 50 hectare estate his family has been
holding since the 10th century into an organic farm. He holds a
Masters degree in agricultural sciences and a Ph.D. in education al
sciences, where he specialised in 'Labour relations and
socialisation of young farmers'.

Daniela Valentini
Minister of Agriculture of Lazio, Italy

Wolfgang Koehler
German Ministry of Agriculture, Germany (EU
presidency)

Marco Contiero
Greenpeace International
Marco Contiero is the Senior Policy Officer on Genetic
Engineering of the Greenpeace European Unit in Brussels. Before,


