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Al the beginning pleasc allow me to salute the organization of the GM — Free Balkans conference and the
initiative to crystallize an active nctwork against GMO in our region.

Duc to spceific agronomic conditions, social patterns, consumption habits and economic conditions th
Balkans region is more sensitive to GMO tmpact than the Western Europe. Political pressures and economic
prontiscs may determing a quicker penetration of GM agricultural technology in comparison with the
precaution approach of European Union,

In my vicw, the GMO debate must tackle 4 dimensions, randomly presented as follows: ) Ethical - Arc wo
allowed to play God? Is environment affected and how? Is the consumer properly informed to have a free
choice?: b) Scientific: Is a real agronomic bencfit for farmers? Is GM food safe? Cohabitation?; ¢) Poiittcal:
Are the traditional agricultural practices preserved? Is Europe under threat of a monopoly? Is the European
chemical industry jeopardized?; d) Economic: Do we produce morc food? Much cheaper? 1s Europe ready to
disrupt the traditional agricultural practices? Is Europe ready to sacrifice the chemical industry for herbicides
for a poisoned hi-tech promise? '

Therefore, scientific debate, public information and participation and authorities incrcascd awarcness and
responsibility must be, in our part of the world, the pillars we will build our agronomic and food policics.

Unfortunatcly, Romania did not have any scientific and public debate prior to initiate the commercial
introduction of GM herbicide resistant sovbeans in the late 90s. Unfortunatelv, Romania did not apply the
Precaution Principle in assessing the impact of GM crops in agriculture.

The promise

In 1999 the political decision-makers of Romania belicved that GM technology would be the magic selution
that will revitalize the soybeans and will offer a cheaper solution to newly emerging farmers.

This decision has been taken while EU was under moratorium and Romania had no legislation with respect
to GMO.

The first law rclated to GMO was adopted and entered into force in the year 2000 and this happened onty at
the end of the sccond season of cropping GM soybeans.

Year after year, the acrcage GM herbicide resistant soybeans increased uncontrollable in the absence of the
nceessary infrastructure for monitoring and inspection. Official statistics show that from 13500 Ha planted
with GM herbicide resistant soybeans the acreage increased to 85000 Ha in present days.

Duc to Romanian farmer’s traditional practice to save sced for the next season the total acreage planted with
GM herbicide resistant soybeans is more than 100000 Ha in 2005.

The below table presents the dynamics of total soybeans acreage and the acreage of GM herbicide resistant
sovbeans:

Havea] 1969 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005
ot oy acieage 99,800 117,000 44,800 71,800 128,800 122,400 120,000
(Minof Ag)
GM soy acreage 15,500 32,200 17,300 31,100 39,600 58,100 85,000
(Minaf Ag) 1553% 2752% 38.62% £31% 30.75% 47 47% 70.83%
GM soy acreage >50,000 100,000
sy 38.82% 81.70%




