GMO-free Regions in Germany

The project ‘GMO-free Regions in Germany’ offers advice to initiatives and supports existing GMO-free regions with background information, events and consulting on current issues of gene technology. The project’s focus is on existing, nearly founded or planned GMO-free regions. We gladly support local activities or individuals that need help or information. What happens if the****declaration of voluntary commitment [*** Selbstverpflichtungserklärung] runs out? Where can GMO-free animal feed be obtained? How is a GMO-free region founded? How can large natural protection areas support this movement? Our homepage www.gentechnikfreie-regionen.de has answers to these questions and more up-to-date information. 

Since the first GMO-free region was founded in Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania in November 2003, a lot has happened – not least thanks to the active involvement of many farmers. Some 22,100 farmers with 728,000 hectares of agricultural farmland have voluntarily committed themselves not to use gene technology, and have joined to form GMO-free regions. By early December 2005 there were a total of 84 GMO-free regions. Additionally, more than 1,000 farmers have declared that they work GMO-free on their farms. Together with GMO-free counties, national parks and forests this amounts to 1.5 million hectares (3.75 million acres) of guaranteed GMO-free land. 

In view of the current political discussion on a new gene technology law favouring industry, and the corporate announcement of a push for large-scale cultivation of GMO varieties, plus the first approval of insect-resistant BT maize MON 810 in Germany, the voluntary establishment of GMO-free regions is the most efficient way to maintain GMO-free agriculture and food protection on a mid to long-term basis.

The large competitive advantage of EU farmers serving the GMO-free market will be preserved and can even be extended. In the EU over two-thirds of consumers already reject GMOs in food production, and in the US the demand for GMO-free products is also on the rise. Opportunities for sales are increasing because manufacturers are more careful about where their goods come from. The Andechser dairy and the Upländer farmers’ dairy are trendsetters in food production; their milk ‘without GMO’ has clearly paved the way for quality production in the future. 

The project ‘GMO-free Regions in Germany’ is financed by the Federal Nature Conservation Agency (BfN). The project is supported by Friends of the Earth Germany (BUND), the Institute for Labour and Economy (IAW) and the organic farmers’ organisation Arbeitsgemeinschaft bäuerliche Landwirtschaft (AbL).

Background informationen and contact: www.gentechnikfreie-regionen.de 

BUND: Heike Moldenhauer (Heike.Moldenhauer@bund.net), Birgit Weber (birgit.weber@bund.net)

IAW: Guido Nischwitz (gnischwitz@iaw.uni-bremen.de)

AbL: Georg Janßen (abl_de@yahoo.de), Annemarie Volling (gentechnikfreie-regionen@abl-ev.de)

ANNEMARIE VOLLING works in the ‘GMO-free Regions in Germany’ project.

