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Latin America — a paradise for the
biotech industry




Expansion of transgenic crops in Argentina:

* Introduction of seeds
resistant to
glyphosate

* Aerial spraying
* Direct seeding

* Precision Farming




Results of the massive introduction of GMOs

* Land concentration

* Spraying in the
villages close to the
plantations

* Environmental
damages (soil,
forests)

* Loss of biodiversity




How transnational corporations see
the Southern Cone




GMOs In Argentina

« Argentina was the
first country in the
region to adopt this
technology

» 22 millon hectares of
GMO crops

» 18 millon hectares of
soya representing
16% of the global
production

» Cotton and maize




Soya in Argentina

2008




ARGENTINA

- Effects of soy
expansion: imports of
agrochemicals
Increased by 47,5%
from January to
October 2011

» reached 1,938.6
million dollars




GMO and agroctoxics

* 50 million tons, 19
million hectares and
at least 190 million
litres of agrotoxics
are sprayed in
Argentina's soybean
producing areas




This has caused contamination, disease and death in
the country




Soya production also caused deforestation and the destruction
of ecosystems

Forest are cleared in Santiago del Estero in order to plant soya
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Agrofuels

* More and more soya
is used to produce
biodiesel

* NOT used to feed
people but to fuel
cars

* Business of
transnational
corporations




[tuzaingo Anexo surrounded by soy

fields

* |n 2001 we started to
notice people with
masks and women
with headscarves —
due to chemotherapy

* survey carried out in
the neighbourhood,
house by house

* Many sick people,
disabled children,
miscarriages




The fight of the Mothers

* higher concentration
of illnesses found close
to the soya plantations

* We started to protest
because the spraying
was killing us

* June 2002: birth of the
“Mothers of ltuzaingd”




The points on the map show the illnesses documented in the
neighbourhood

Cancer

purpura
Leucemia




The group of the Mothers

* we denounced the numerous
cases of cancer

* we went to the fields and asked
them to stop spraying

* research showed that almost 200
people suffered from cancer and
almost 100 died

* “unfortunately, no soil testing
and follow-up of sick children”

* nobody has assumed
responsibility




Neighbourhood of Ituzaingo Anexo

* Until 2010, 169 cases of
cancer and more than 30
deaths due to cancer in
ltuzaingd Anexo

(Coérdoba)

* other illnesses related to
the contamination




[tuzaing6 and GM soya

* We have filed many legal complaints to stop the spraying

* 11 February 2004: we filed a complaint with the public
prosecutor because in the “fields of Parra” — east of the
district — agrotoxics were sprayed with ground equipment
(,mosquito®)

* The assistant prosecutor investigated the situacion

* remains of the agrotoxics used were identified, soil contained
chloroorganic and phosphorus compounds, 2.4D and
chlorpyriphos.




Stop spraying!

* The group “Paren de
Fumigar” (Stop
spraying) was
founded

* includes villages
which were also
affected by spraying




11 June: trial against soya farmers and pilot of
pesticide-spraying aircraft

* two legal complaints
against illegal
spraying (2004 and
2008) heard together

* This hidden genocide
has to be punished




The court found that the uncontrolled spraying has multiplied the cases of
cancer




Court ruling

* The court convicted Pancello (pilot)
and Parra (soya farmer), both were
given conditional sentences of
three years

* Gabrielli (soya farmer) was
acquitted

* The Mothers are dissatisfied with
the conditional sentences, but the
ruling sets a precedent

* The defense wants to appeal the
decision




What do we want?

* Improvement of our
living conditions,
recognition as people
with dignity and rights

* Stop the irrational use

of agrochemicals and
the contamination




We want compensation

* We want our lives
back as they were
before the spraying
started

* Compensation
(physical and moral)
for the damages

* Rehabilitation of our
health and the
ecosystem




What we want

* Punishment of the
polluters and the
authorities for not
preventing the
contamination

* Guarantee that the
spraying will not be
repeated




Malvinas Argentinas

* on the first day of the
trial, Monsanto
announced the plan
to establish the
world’s largest GMO
maize seed factory,
10 Km of ltuzaingo

* The neighbours say
INO!
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