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New pressure …

• Pressure on development countries to 
i t d GMintroduce GM 
– national and international agrobusinessg
– US government, foundations etc.

multilateral agencies– multilateral agencies

• Food Crisis: new push (including AGRA)



… and promising resistance… and promising resistance

• Many initiatives and campaigns against 
GMOsGMOs

• Importance of local and/or traditional 
dseeds

⇒ on example: Campaña Semillas de Identidad p p
(Seeds for Identity)
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GMfree Territories achieved

• Broad alliances on local, regional and national level 
(farmers indigenous communities consumers(farmers, indigenous communities, consumers, 
environmental and development NGOs, networks etc.)

• Local markets, fairs, conferences, films (including local 
languages), seed exchange fairs, blogs, demonstrations, 
legal cases dialogue with local and national authoritieslegal cases, dialogue with local and national authorities 
etc.

⇒ 1 GMfree Territory in Colombia, 2 GMfree 
districts in Costa Rica 1 in Nicaraguadistricts in Costa Rica, 1 in Nicaragua 



GM Free India Campaign
• more than 50 organisations join to fight 

GMOsGMOs
• Bt-cotton since 2002, farmers suicides, 

h f tiheavy pressure from corporations
• many GM food crops waiting for approval 

(field trials), including Bt-eggplant
• Hundreds of GMfree villagesHundreds of GMfree villages
• Now focussing on consumers (Including 

urban middle class)urban middle class)



www iamnolabrat orgwww.iamnolabrat.org
• Web Advocacy for consumer awareness y

and rejection of GM food: I am no labrat

⇒20’000 petition letters (in only 11 days) to health 
minister asking for a GMO ban

⇒Dec 2008: health minister made a clear 
statement against GMOs (now prime minister 
addressed)addressed)

doc mentar b a boll ood film maker• documentary by a bollywood film maker
• Networks on regional level (including 

P ki t d N l)Pakistan and Nepal)









Thank you for your attention

• www swissaid chwww.swissaid.ch
• www.iamnolabrat.org
• www.biodiversidadla.org


